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Winter Drive of Reindeer Is On 

US. Bureau to Attempt to Rebuild Alaskan Herd 


The big reindeer roundup is 
on in Alaska. 

It began last week in the 
northwestern coastal village of 
Katzebue and will end in 
Nome, some 300 miles away, 
early in January — if Johnson 
Stalker makes it across the 
Arctic prairie, that is. 

Stalker is a 31-year-old Eski- 
mo under contract to the Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs, which 
is trying to revitalize Alaska’s 
dwindling reindeer industry. 
His job is to drive the reindeer 
— ultimately more than 1000 — 
safely to Nome. 

There, with part of the herd, 
Stalker will establish an ex- 
perimental demonstration 
project, designed to pump new 
blood into the industry. 

First, however, Stalker and 
his helper, Raymond Brown, 
must complete the drive — in 
biting cold winds and temp- 
eratures ranging from 10 to 
20 degrees below zero. 


E. W. Barrett, agricultural 
extension officer with the Bu- 
reau here in Washington, said 
Stalker is making the trip in 
winter because traveling the 
tundra is easier then. “The 
country is frozen,” Barrett 
said, “and Stalker can travel 
across lakes.” 

One of the reasons the herd 
is being moved to Nome, Bar- 
rett said, is to get it out of 
the migratory paths of caribou , 1 
a cousin of the reindeer. “The 
caribou have been dragging 
large numbers of reindeer 
along with them,” he said. 

Because of the caribou, wild 
animals and just downright 
neglect, according to Barrett,! 
the reindeer population in I 
Alaska is down from 170,000 
to 50,000 head. 

“We will try to bring it back 
as an industry,” Barrett said. 
“The Eskimos need it.” 

Barrett hopes the Nome | 


project will give the needed 
boost. Eskimos will be trained 
there, marketing studies will 
be made, new techniques will 
be developed. 

It’s not nice to mention it 
around Christmas, perhaps, 
but a good number of the rein- 
deer will be slaughtered, just 
as cattle are. 


“The Eskimos use just about 
every part of a reindeer,” said 
Barrett. “They eat the meat, 
use the hoofs to make jewelry, 
the hide for gloves, coats and 
jackets. They even sell the 
glands and livers to pharma- 
ceutical firms.” 

Like Santa, they, too, use 
them to draw sleighs. 
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